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FORD HISTORY WRITTEN BY L.M. FORD IN 1904 .

^ SOURCE: FAIRFIELD COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM, WINNSBORQ, SOUTH CAROLINA
-r

NATHANIEL FORD, Sr. is as far ba,ck as we can trace our.apcestry.

He capie from Carolina County Virginia and settled'on Dutchman, Creek,

Fairfield County, then known as Craven some time previous to the

Revolutionary War in what year is unknown. Near this place he ended

his earthly pilgrimage in 1843 in the nineteeth year of his age.

He was of stout muscular frame about six feet and two or three

inches high and of dark complexion. He waus possessed of a good

intellect, but his education was quite limited. He was very fond of

the social glass and indulged so freely that property dwindled away

to nothing in the latter part of his life.

He served as a magistrate for many years, was a mason and as he

never connected himself with any branch of the Christian church his

religious predilections are unknown. It was thought that he was

tainted with Deism. In his last illness he was asked his thoughts

concerning 'the future, the reply was: "God gave the soul and to him

it will return." After he passed away his face had the appearance

of a quiet sleep at the end of a long and eventful life.

In the Revolution he espoused the cause of the colonists against

King George. In his latter days he often fought over the battles

in which he was engaged not much of this is now remembered. He was

about thirty-three years old when hostilities began. He very prob

ably had married previous to that. He was in several skirmishes and

battles among them cowpens, Orangeburg,- Fort Mobte and Eutaw Springs

are remembered. At cowpens he received a bullet, which lodged just

under the skin of an arm. It could be seen and felt plainly often

he was requested to have it taken out, his reply was "It shall go

to the grave with me." And it did. He retained until his 4»th'the

musket he used in the service, when Sherman's Army passed through it

was in possession of his grandson, John L. Ford, they intended to

break it up, but upon hearing its history left it uninjured. The

last known of it William B. Ford son of John L. Ford had possession

of it, this was several years ago. , He may still have it.

On one occasion he received a furlough at Orangeburg, set out on

foot to visit his home on Dutchmans Creek. After trudging all day,
X

night came upon him some four or five miles above the present site



of Columbia, in a deep ravine near what was. known to the w<agoners as
Joe Brown's hill before the day of the railroaifs. Here he rested

during the night at the root of a large white oak. When he halted

and thought of arrangements for the night the wolves were howlittg
fearfully, he discharged his musket, reloaded it, sat on the root of

the tree with his faithful gun between his knees and rested as best

he could. Little did he think that in less than three-fourths of a

century in that same ravine the whistle of the steam engine and the

thundering of trains would reverberate.

The country was then an open forest bel.ng destitute of undergrowth.
A few cultivated tracts were scattered here and there over the coun

try. Wild pea vines from one to two feet high covered the country.
The settlers could often see wild deer in herds of five to fifteen

grazing about within sight of their cabin doors. Cattle and swine

were raised in great abundance with but little care trouble or expense.
NATHANIEL FORD Sr. married a MISS CLOUD, sister of JOSEPH CLOUD,

Sawney's Creek, Fairfield County S.C. Nothing is known of her ante

cedents at .this time. A considerable number of Clouds reside in

Sawney's Creek section all of whom are relatives. The Bells and

Gupples who formerly resided in the same section were relatives also.

Mrs. Nathaniel Ford Sr. is reputed to' have been a beautiful woman with

dark or black hair. She became partially bald before her death.
KEZIAH FORD, sister of NATHANIEL FORD Sr. espoused one NICHOLAS

PEAY, and bore to him one son Col. Austin Ford Peay and to Col. A.F.

Peay were born one son Col. N:A. Peay and three daughters one of whom

married Dr. John Myers, another Joseph A. Black and the other espous
ed Thomas Lyles, Fairfield. The names of these daughters are not

remembered.

It's not known that Nathaniel Ford Sr. had any brothers in South
Carolina but it is very probable as the names Kiah, Gardner and

Derrel Fprd are remembered in the family. Many years ago a Mrs.

Maggie Ford who may have been the widow of these man, lived in the

Longtown section,

John Long was the maternal grandfather of the late Robert Ford.

Whence he came, from whom he descended nothing is known. As the

feelings between him and Nathaniel'Ford Jr. were not cordial, the

chances to learn anything about his family history were remote. He

resided many 'years on Rocky Creek near Pickett's (now Gladden's) mill
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and not far distant from Beckhamville in Chester County, where he
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died in 1834. He was large and fleshy of florid complexion. He

weighed over two hundred pounds. He"was of Irish descent. He was a

successful farmer, saved a competence and left some esta-te at his.

death. He was for many years a leader of Mt. Zion Baptist Church on

Turkey Branch.

He was twice married. His first wife was a Miss Hannah McFadden,

Chester Co. the date of the marriage is unknown. . She bore to him

three daughters Elizabeth, Mary and Senna. Elizabeth espoused Nath

aniel Ford Jr., Mary espoused James Griffin and Senna married Thomas

Griffin. These Griffins were brothers and the sons of Rachel Griffin

who came to Fairfield from Georgia, His second wife was Eliza Gun-

tharpe whom he married within three months after the death of his
\

first wife. She was a most excellent woman and lived to be about

eighty years old, when she died near Blacksburg, York Co. S.C. She

bore no children.

NATHANIEL FORD, Sr. was the father of five sons to wit - JOHN,

GARDNER, .JAMES, HEZEKIAH and NATHANIEL Jr. and five daughters who

grew to womanhood; viz; ANNIE, MARY, SALLIE, ELSIE and MARTHA and

one whose name is unknown, died in childhood. They are named without

regard to the order of their birth as that is unknown.

JOHN married LUCRETIA DURHAM a daughter of Charnal Durham, a

soldier of the Revolution who resided on Dutchman's Creek not far

from the present site of Ridgeway. Four children resulted from this

union: Charnal Durham,Maria,- Sallie and Lucretia. Charnel Durham

died unmarried. Maria married Hugh Y. Rasborough clandestinely.

Her father was very much displeased with the match and probably never

spoke to her again although he manifested some spirit of forgiveness

when it could do no good or be of comfort to the living. Rasborough

was a steady thrifty and a well to do man. They resided several

years in the community and removed to Mississippi. Here ne accumul

ated considerable property and was accounted wealthy at his death.

All of this family are now dead.

SALLIE became the life partner of RALPH JONES without the hearty

concurrence of her father. She bXDre one child Amanda who married

Thomas G. Robertson contrary to the wishes of Mr. Jones her father.

The union of Sallie and Ralph Jones proved a happy one. By energetic
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industry and strict economy they accumulated a considerable property

In land and slaves. At the death of Ralph Jones the whole estate

went to his widow who bore no small share In It's accumulations. Some

years after the death of Mr. Jones Sallle married Wylle J. Davis.

This did not prove a very happy union and In a few years they separ

ated. During Sallle's life Wylle J. Davis married Mrs. R.D. Feather-

stone. Lucretia espoused David Elklns about 1829 or 30. At this time

David Elklns was doing commercial business with David Alken Wlnnsboro

S.C. Lucretia bore one daughter who married John T. Hall-, Rocky Mount,

and a son Bayllss who married a Miss Shedd. Sallle died In Florida

some years since and left some family. Bayllss died some years ago,

and left some family. David Elklns was not successful In business,

yet a plannslble and clever man. He died poor.

GARDNER FORD espoused BETSY GRIFFIN, daughter of RACHEL GRIFFIN

and by some persons Betsy was considered of doubtful virtue. She

bore three sons and one daughter Martha. This family removed first

to Georgia.and thence to Barber County Mississippi.* There Martha
married Sauls and all the sons married there also. The names of

their wives are not known. Gardner died many years ago a very wealthy,#-^
man.

HEZEKIAH FORD married KEZIAH BURGES who bore to him two sons,

James and John. Hezeklah was the only one In all the years who made

any pretensions to religion. That he joined the church was doubtless

due to the Christian Influence of the woman he married. He and his

family went to Georgia In 1833, and settled In Robertson County,

where the entire family died. His widow was the last to die which

occurred In 1865. Having no descendants living she left most of her

ample fortune to the Methodist Church of which she had been a con-

slstent member for many years of her life.

JAMES FORD married KEZIAH FORD a kinswoman, and a daughter of some

of the Fords afore-mentloned. Her mother's name was Maggie and she

was related to the Grahams. She bore two sons William and James.

James Ford the husband died In 1830, and was burled on a hill In

Dutchman's Creek where repose the ashes of Nathaniel Ford Sr. and his

wife. This land was once the property of Nathaniel Ford Sr. but now
* Correction: Barbour County,Alabama



of Loyd Davis who informed the writer in summer :,qi^'i903f'^hat he .
lived in the house built by Gardner Ford. Nathaniel Ford .was guar-

dian of these children. Soon after the death of the father James

Ford the entire family went to Alabama when last heard of they lived

on the Tombigby River.

NATHANIEL FORD Jr. married ELIZABETH LONG daughter of John Long,

Chester Co. date unknown. She bore to him one daug.hter Keziah and

four sons, John Long, Hezekiah, Aaron and Robert. This proved a very

unhappy union and they separated in 1829,..and never lived together

again. Ann Griggs lived in the family and caused many of the

troubles which led up to this unhappy result. He always made ample

provision for his c^st off family although living a very evil life
with Ann Griggs. We will not go into the details of the family life

at this time. They were written by Robert the youngest son of Nath

aniel Ford Jr. and can be seen If desired. The oldest child, Keziah,

married Alfred E. Guntharpe, Chester Co., and bore to him six child

ren: one son Osborne Robert and five daughters, Elizabeth, Hannah,

Martha, Vitha and Sallie.

Osborne married Martha Thompson, daughter of Ethelred Thompson.

She bore to him many children, their'names I do not remember and

she died some years ago. After her death Osborne married a widow—

Atlanta, Ga. last heard of he lived in Shelby, N.C. and ran a little

grocery. Elizabeth married a Blalock and bore several to him. Bla-

lock died while the children were small and left his family in rather

destitute circumstances. His widow had a hard scuffle for some years

to get along, but as her children grew up and were able to assist her .

times got better with her. I think Elizabeth is now dead. Hannah

married a Whisonant, bore one child a son to him, and died. Martha

married G. Marion Moore, she bore no child. This couple still re-

sides in Blacksburg. Vitha married Frank Moore and bore several

children to him.- She died some years ago.

Alfred E. Guntharpe died about 1848. His estate was hopelessly

involved, and his family dependent. The widow saved a little from

the wreck and removed in 1854 to York County S.C. and purchased a

tract of land on which the town Bldcksburg was afterwards built.

This removal occurred before the marriage of any of the children ex

cept Osborne.' The building of the Atlanta & Charlotte Air Line rail

road and the location and building up of the town of Blacksburg was



the source of much profit to some of the'chiIdren. Kezlah Gunthorpe
died in 1863. With the exception of Osborne and Martha I think all

her children are dead. John Long Ford married Miss Jemima Leggo,
daughter of M.A. Leggo in Nov. 1837. Owing to the temperament of
his wife they did not live very happily together, his life was very
unpleasant. She bore many children to him but four sons and daught
ers lived through childhood: William Boyd, John Long, Riley McMaster,

Moutrie Judson and Alice. William B. married two daughters of Jon

P. Wilson. The first wife bore some children, second bore none, he

now lives with his third wife who was a Mississippi widow, she bore

some children to him. His present residence is Leggo near Water Val

ley, Miss, where he does a hotel business which he claims pays.
Guests are attracted to his hotel by the mineral water of a high med

icinal value.

John Long married and lives in Texarcana, Texas. He has

some children the oldest Mary, broke down mentally from over study
at school. He and his father-in-law do a mercantile business selling
dry goods and groceries. He does well financially.

Riley McMaster married Poinsett Co. Ark. and she bore some

children to him. He is a Baptist Minister and serves some churches

in Poinsett Co. Ark.

Moultrie Judson espoused Miss — Faulkner, Poinsett Co. Arkansas,

she bore several children to him. He farms near Richardson Texas

and is doing well at it.

Alice married James Griffin Hollis and bore to him eight children
one of whom died in infancy. J.G. Hollis died a few years ago and
Alice and her family reside in Winnsboro. Her oldest daughter Mag
gie married Thomas M. Haines, Longtown, S.C. in 1903. And Mary the
second daughter married James Jackson of the U.S. Army in 1904.

John L. Ford's first wife died Sept. 27, 1857. His second^^^fe .was
Miss Eliza Robertson. She bore two children who died in infancy.
John L. Ford suffered many years with a heart trouble and died

May 27, 1869. His remains are in the Aimwell cemetery near Ridgeway.
He was a mason and a member of the Baptist Church.

Aaron Ford married Carolina daughter of William Kennedy. She died

at the birth of her first child. 'It was a boy and was called William

Nathaniel. He served in the Confederate War with Capt. Goodwins Co.
6th Regt. S.O.C. He was always regarded as a good man and brave
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soldier performing every duty required and shirking nothing. H '̂retili'-
grated to Poinsett Co. Ark. about 1869- and there married Callie Bai-

le-y, daughter of Capt. R.E. Bailey, Rocky Mount S.C. She bore one

son and a daughter to him. His wife and both children are dead.

William N. still resides in Poinsett Co. Aaron's second matrimonial'

venture was with Nancy Craig, who bore two daughters, Rannie an-d

Mattie and one son Robert Milton. Fannie married George Boyd and

bore several children to him, one son and two daughters are married.

They lived near Cornwells, Chester Co. and are doing well apparently

in a financial way.

Robert Milton espoused Emma, daughter of Green B. Montgomery,

Chester Co. who bore three daughters and o.ne son. Carrie, Maggie

and Bertha were the girls, the boy's name was William. Carrie mar

ried William Wilsoni, bore some children and died a few years ago.

Maggie married James Anderson. The widow and the other children Wm.

and Bertha went to Arkansas, where Bertha married and Emma is with

her. On account of health William went to Oklahoma where he was last

accounted. Robert died several years ago while his children were

small and family were left in indigent circumstances. As they grew

in size and could assist in their support they got along very well.

Mattie never married, she resides at Blackstock with her mother

who is now quite old. Mattie made enough with her needle to buy a

lot in Blackstock and build a comfortable house on it, and how she

makes a comfortable living in the same way.

Kiah Ford died in January 1831 of some kidney or bladder trouble

with which he had been afflicted since childhood. He was about six

teen years old at his death.

Robert Ford, youngest son of Nathaniel Ford Jr. married Miss Vitha

Huger Gaither daughter of Jeremiah Gaither Nov. 7, 1841, Rev. Thomas
Hall officiating. This was a runaway match. The couple left Mrs.
Eliza Long and traveled to the residence of John L. Ford, feather

of the groom, who lived about five miles southerly of Winnsboro, and
here the marriage was consummated. I don't think the bride was ever

fully forgiven by her father. The children born in this union:
Lucius Milton, April 30, 1843, John Long, December 12, 1844, Robert

Hezekiah, February 4, 1846, Aaron Augustus Nathaniel Ford, Aug. 17,
1847, Mary Malvina, Aug. 30, 1851, Richard Cornelius, Oct. 10, 1852,
and Jerry Gaither, March 1, 1855.

t

Lucius Milton is unmarried.
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• • • 111John Long married Sallie Susannah daughter of J. Barber Fffgusoh,

Rossville, Chester Co. Jan. 27, 1870, Ref. J.M. Boyd^offitiatlng.
She bore Leslie Huger November 26, 1870. He died of typhoid fever

at Rock Hill, S.C. June 27, 1898 and his remains were burled In the "

Bethesda Church yard. Anna May, Dec. 10, 1872. She married Robert

Mclllvaln April 15, 1896, Rev. R.A. Yongue officiating. They reside

on Dry Creek, Lancaster Co. S.C. and are getting along well In a

worldly way. Susan Gardner March 9, 1880, Nannie Rae Aug. 27, 1882,

Barber Ferguson April 16, 1885.

Robert Hezeklah married Miss Nannie McElevee Faulkner, Gaines

ville, Ga. Dec. 25, 1873, Rev. C.B. Cleveland officiating. She was

the daughter of J. Harvey Faulkner who was reared near Fort Mills,

S.C. She bore Mary Vltha (Daisy) Oct. 21, 1874, who was married to

John 0. Jackson Jan.' 20, 1897, Rev. R.A. Yongue officiating. Robert
Harvey Jan. 14, 1880, Nannie Elolse Feb. 25, 1885.

Aaron Augustus Nathaniel was a paralytic and epileptic from eight

months old until his death Dec. 5, 1890. He lived 43 yrs. 3 mon.

and eighteen days (18). His remains repose In the Galther family
0

burying lot.

Mary Malvlna married Henry McNlel. Stevenson Jan. 25, 1877, ReY.

Jno. W. Kelly officiating. She bore to him William Ford Nov. 5,

1877, Robert Henry July 16, 1880, Wrennle Heath July 21, 1886. She

died Sept. 27, 1886 and her remains rest In the Ebenezer Church

yard. Esther Mary, July 22, 1884, Galther Ferguson Oct. 20, 1890.

Richard Cornelius married Lucy A. Mlckle, daughter of Robert

Mlckle, Sawney's Creek section, Kershaw County, S.C. Dec. 16, 1874.

She bore Roberta Jan. 10, 1876, who died Oct. 26, 1877 and Is burled

In the Bethesda Church yard. Mary Estelle Aug. 3, 1877. She married

James M. Smith Feb.11, 1903. Robert Mlckle Feb. 18, 1881, Lucy

Rebecca Aug. 18, 1879, Jerry Cornelius Oct. 18, 1882, Lenorah Dorcas

Oct. 12, 1886, John Lucius May 12, 1889. Richard Cornellus'^^parted
this life Jiily 30, 1893, having lived 40 years, 8 months and 20 days.
His ashes repose In the Ebenezer Church yard, near Sawney's Creek,

Hershaw Co. S.C. He was not demonstrative, yet he loved his church

and did what he could for Its maintenance. He was perfectly willing
to meet his maker and render an account of his earthly pilgrimage.

He loved his family and lived for them. They missed his providing

care and guidance for some years after his death. They worked and




































